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OCEANIA

Report to the A.G.M 2008
The year 2008 was noticeable for the good promotion of our continent due to the Olympic qualification tournament in Noumea and the good results of William Henzel in Beijing, the election of our new executive board, the 1st Oceania Women's forum in Tahiti, the high number of training courses conducted in 11 countries by our Development officer Andrew Hubbard and the 1st  ever private income for OTTF due to the sponsorship and broadcasting of the Olympic Qualification in Noumea and the Oceania Championships in Papeete Tahiti.
The big disappointment of this year for Oceania was the withdrawal of the NZTTA for the organisation of the World Junior championships. Our continent is now the only one that has never organized this event.

1. Development
This is the leading activity of the OTTF thanks to Andrew Hubbard, our Development Officer. 
Thanks to a record amount of training courses financed by the Olympic Solidarity Fund and financial support from the ITTF and ONOC, no fewer than 11 training courses (of which 6 were funded by Olympic solidarity) and logistical support were given by Andrew and well-qualified coaches in the following countries; Fiji, American Samoa, Solomon Islands, Cook Islands, Tahiti, Marshall Islands, 2 x Micronesia, Samoa, New Zealand, New Caledonia (Oceania training Centre)

2 Oceania training camps in China and New Zealand (Andrew Hubbard)

1 WJC training camp in Tahiti (Emanuel Christiansson)

1 Oceania women's forum: Tahiti (Lila Desoysa)

2 umpire courses: PNG and Solomon Islands (Dave Delpratt)

2. Competitions in Oceania
Olympic Qualification for Oceania in Noumea:

For the first time ever an Oceania Olympic Qualification Tournament was organized outside of NZL and AUS. It was a great success for the sport as it was broadcast in New Caledonia and sponsorship for OTTF was gratefully received .
William Henzell, Kyle Davis and David Zalcberg (AUS) for the Men and Karen Li (NZL), Jian Fang Lay, Stephanie Sang (Aus) for the women all qualified.
The NZL NOC didn't allow Karen to participate and Mia Miao (Aus) was then qualified as the 1st substitute.
World Junior Circuit in Papeete: the Oceanic stage of the World Junior Circuit was held in Papeete, Tahiti. The participation was low with only 5 countries from 2 continents.

The international training camp preceding the competition was conducted by Sweden head coach Emanuel Christiansson.
Qualification tournament for the World Cadet Challenge in Papeete:
This competition was organised By the Tahitian TTA under the authority of OTTF and led to the qualification of boys and girls players from New Caledonia, Tahiti, New Zealand and Australia who will play for Oceania in Helsingborg (SWE).

Oceania Championships in Papeete (Tahiti)

Trent Carter (Aus) and Miao Miao (Aus) have won the 2008 titles and also qualified for the World cup
Open National Championships: This is one of the big satisfactions with the increasing number of countries (6) that have opened their championships to the others of Oceania. This initiative should become widespread in 2009.

3. International Competitions
The World Cadet Challenge in Helsingborg: 
Managed by Andrew Hubbard and assisted by Wayne Gear and Peri Campbell Innes, Unfortunately both teams finished in 8th place.
Kevin Wu finished 26th in the boy's single and Lily Phan 25th in the girl's single.
All the players will take part in the three days training camp before the competition.

The World Junior Championships in Madrid:
Australia finished 15th in the boys team event and New Zealand 16th for the girls. No Oceania players were qualified for the main draw.
4. CONTRACT SIGNED WITH TMS

It was a hard work for OTTF's President and several persons within the ITTF and TMS International to conclude a contract so that the OTTF has received the rights to allow 1 Television station in each Oceania Country Free rights to a number of International table tennis events, including the Pro Tour Events and World Championships.

However, The OTTF is going even further and trying to raise the profile and professionalism of its own key events  


1) The Oceania Championships,

2) The Oceania Cup 

3) Oceania Olympic Qualifying tournament. 

5. The members
The Federation comprises 21 members who have become more and more active in 2008 along with the stable administrative structure and convincing sporting results. 

6. The Management Committee
I should like to warmly thank the members of the Management Committee who have devotedly assumed the following responsibilities:

The Administrative Director: Phil Males remains the key person in our Federation. He carries out the functions ascribed to him with authority and competence. He is also the very much appreciated webmaster of our Internet site www.ottf.org  
Umpire and Referee Committee: As chairperson of the committee Fran Keyhoe was charged to create a group of IU's who would be available to conduct umpire courses in Oceania, and to set up an umpire reference in each country, to know the needs of each country and then to select the courses that have to be conducted each year. Fran Passed away a few months ago and the OTTF will miss her with strength.
Dave Delpratt is now the new chairman and he will conduct our umpire and referee policy with a will to success.
AWD Committee: This is a new committee, chaired by Arthur Wilks. and is in the straight line of the ITTF fusion with PTT. 2009 will see the first effects in Oceania.
Ranking and classification Committee: David Jackson manages this matter with effectiveness and professionalism. The OTTF ranking lists are now updated regularly.
Pacific Commission: Our Deputy President Anthony Ho is the link between OTTF and the Pacific Island countries. There is the aim of our federation and our development program, which allows them to become competitive in many areas.
The Financial Director: Graeme Ireland follows the budget and helps the ED in the finalisation of our Finances.
7. Meetings
Meetings of the ITTF: As a member of the BOD and as Continental Vice-President, I attended the meetings of the BOD, the Olympic commission and of the CDC in Guangzhou as well as the CDC and the Olympic commission in Madrid.

David Jackson, Anthony Ho and Graeme Ireland were present at the BOD in Guangzhou.

Meetings of the OTTF: One meeting took place in Guangzhou and a second one in Papeete for the BGM
8. Conclusion
I should like to thank all those who enabled Table Tennis in Oceania to prosper: The International Federation, its President, EC and administrative staff, the ONOC for its unfailing financial support, Glenn Tepper and Steve Dainton for their sensible advices, the members of the OTTF for their active participation, Andrew Hubbard the DO, the members of the Management Committee and the Administrative Director, those responsible for Committees and those elected in international authorities for the time devoted to the service of table tennis in Oceania.

Patrick GILLMANN
Continental President – Oceania
